
Conclusions 

As we have seen, sensor networks can be a useful tool to help you produce higher quality plants.  Just like 
any tool, they will take some time to fully evaluate and the information should be used for changing 
management practices, in order to achieve the maximum benefit.  The benefits that are seen from sensor 
networks are dependent on a number of factors such as the size of the operation, the type of plants 
grown, and the type and size of the sensor system that is purchased.  In general, sensors have been 
shown to reduce a number of costs including labor, water and fertilizer.  In addition, sensors are able to 
increase profitability by shortening production time, and reducing disease losses, and increasing quality.  
They are able to provide important information, in real-time to help guide fertilizer applications through 
EC monitoring, and regulate growth through deficit irrigation.   

Since this technology is relatively new, additional benefits are likely to be discovered through further 
research, and technology advances.  Although there are no guarantees that a sensor system will increase 
your profitability, the information in the next module will help inform your decision, to give you the most 
information possible 
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